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House plans hearing 
on state program 


By BETH KASSAB 
Staff Writer 


The Florida House plans to hold 
a hearing to explore how the state 
sends nearly $1 billion for schol- 
arships to mostly unregulated pri- 
vate schools, the subject of the Or- 
lando Sentinel’s recent “Schools 


E Read more about the Sentinel’s “Schools 
Without Rules” series at OrlandoSentinel.com. 
The series takes a closer look at Florida’s 
scholarship programs, which will send nearly 
$1 billion to private schools this year. 


Without Rules” series. 

“The goal of the House has al- 
ways been a world class education 
for every child” said Fred Piccolo, 
spokesman for House Speaker 
Richard Corcoran. “In the coming 


weeks the House will look at many 
issues, including some raised by the 
Sentinel, to ensure the goals of these 
programs are being met and if not, 
to offer improvements.” 

The Sentinel stories documented 


how a scholarship system for Flor- 
ida’s poorest and most vulnerable 
children operates with so little over- 
sight that schools can hire teachers 
and principals without college de- 
grees, teach any curriculum they 
choose and even continue to collect 
the money after administrators are 
evicted from rented school build- 
ings or file for personal bankruptcy. 
At least eight schools hired staff 


Please turn to SCHOOLS, A13 


News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ VETERANS Day cele- 
bration honors vets, 
giving some the home- 
coming they deserved, 
but didn’t get. B1 


@ A PIT BULL helps 
Volusia deputies capture 
fleeing suspects in newly 
released video. B2 


NATION & WORLD 

@ IN VIETNAM, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump 
again declines to press 
President Vladimir Putin 
about Russian inter- 
ference in the 2016 elec- 
tion. A3 


@ ALABAMA’s ROY 
MOORE, the embattled 
Republican candidate for 
a U.S. Senate seat, refuses 
to drop out of the race 
over allegations of a sex 
offense decades ago. A3 


OPINION 

© WHERE WE STAND: 
We must watch the 
Constitution Revision 
Committee closely to 
guard against proposals 
that don’t belong in 
Florida’s governing 
document. A16 


SPORTS 

@ FLORIDA STATE 
MISSES out on the upset 
in a 3H4 loss to No. 4 
Clemson. Cl 


@ THE GATORS’ LATE 
rally falls short as UF 
loses 28-20 at South 
Carolina. Cl 


TRAVEL & ARTS 

@ SEMINOLE STATE’S 
production of Lorca’s 
repressive “The House 
of Bernarda Alba” is 
gripping, Matthew J. 
Palm writes. A2 


@ MONARCH BUTTER- 
FLIES’ seasonal migra- 
tion allows a bucket-list 
brush with fragile beauty 
in the mountains of 
Mexico. Fl 
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The Aloma Elementary School cafeteria has a “share table” for students to leave lunch items they don’t 
want so others can have them. The food that’s left is donated to needy families or local food pantries. 


‘Share tables’ cut food waste 


By LESLIE POSTAL 
Staff Writer 


As 9-year-old Sabrina Agosto left 
her school’s lunch line, she 
dropped her carton of milk on the 
cafeteria’s “share and donation” ta- 
ble and then snagged an extra yo- 


gurt. 
“I don’t like milk,’ explained the 
fourth grader at Aloma Elementary 


School in Orange County. “I really 
like them, she said of her twin 
containers of strawberry yogurt. 
Lunchtime at Aloma means a 
steady stream of youngsters 
putting items they don’t want on 
the table and picking up extras of 
things they do like. On a recent 
afternoon, containers of milk and 
yogurt, wrapped cheese sticks, and 
packages of crackers, orange slices 


and coleslaw all came to and then 
left the table. 

Whatever isn’t picked up by stu- 
dents is donated toa nearby church 
that gives the food to the homeless. 

The 2-year-old effort aims to 
eliminate food waste and to pro- 
vide extra nutrition both to hungri- 
er kids in the cafeteria and to needy 
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Online voter 
registration 
‘great tool; 
officials say 


By MARTIN E. COMAS 
Staff Writer 


Most people do just about 
everything online today. They 
pay their bills. They make ho- 
tel reservations and file their 
income tax returns. 

Now, residents can use their 
computers to register to vote 
or change their party affilia- 
tion as Florida recently joined 
35 other states and the District 
of Columbia to offer online 
voter registration. 

Central Florida elections 
officials are lauding the online 
service as a “great tool” that 
will encourage more people to 
sign up to vote and improve 
the accuracy of voter rolls. 

“The online voter regis- 
tration process has opened the 
door to a lot of folks who have 
not previously registered to 
vote,” said Michael Ertel, 
Seminole County Supervisor 
of Elections. “When I first reg- 
istered to vote back in the late 
’80s, I had to take a forward 
step. I had to go to the supervi- 


Please turn to VOTER, A10 


Displaced Puerto Ricans face 
new medical insurance snafus 


By BIANCA PADRÓ OCASIO 
Staff Writer 


Maria del Carmen Gonzalez, 
70, started to feel ill a few weeks 
after arriving in Orlando with her 
husband. 

The anxiety of abandoning 
their battered home in Bayamón, 
Puerto Rico, quickly developed 
into a concerning chest pain. In a 
matter of days, she received a car- 
diac catheterization and was hos- 
pitalized at Orlando Health’s Dr. 


P. Phillips Hospital. 

“Scared is what I am, for when 
I get the medical bill” Gonzalez 
said. “My doctor back home 
warned me, ‘Get ready for the 
huge bill you’re about to get’ ” 

In the midst of a humanitarian 
crisis that has already brought 
more than 143,000 people into the 
state since Oct. 3, Puerto Ricans 
arriving in Florida — like Gonza- 
lez — are finding a confusing 
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Grace M. 
Torres holds a 
picture of her 
grandmother, 
Myrta Perez 
Barreto, at 
her Orlando 
home Thurs- 
day. Barreto 
had a stroke 
in Puerto Rico 
before the 
hurricanes. 
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